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Party Platform 1: KPD 
(Communist Party of Germany)

Founded at the time of the failed Sparta-
cist uprising in 1919, the KPD rejected the 
legitimacy of the Weimar system and continu-
ally attacked its leaders. The KPD’s support 
was found primarily among factory work-
ers and the unemployed in large cities. The 
KPD had little strength in the countryside. 
Although both the KPD and the SPD directed 
their appeal to the working class, the two par-
ties were bitter enemies. Alone among Weimar 
Germany’s major political parties, the KPD 
called for the violent overthrow of capitalism 
and the establishment of a workers state, as 
had occurred in Russia in 1917. By the late 
1920s, the KPD was closely following the di-
rection of Josef Stalin, the leader of the Soviet 
Union. From 1929 to 1932, the KPD secretly 
cooperated with the NSDAP to bring down 
the Weimar Republic. Each extremist party 
believed that it would emerge victorious from 
the ashes of the Weimar system’s destruction. 
Like the NSDAP, the KPD had paramilitary 
forces numbering in the tens of thousands. The 
KPD forces disrupted the 
meetings of their politi-
cal opponents and fought 
street battles against the 
S.A., the NSDAP para-
military organization, for 
control of neighborhoods. 
The KPD also shared the 
NSDAP’s attention to 
the recruitment of young 
people. KPD clubs were 
established to involve 
teenagers in recreational 
activities.

Party Platform 2: SPD (Social 
Democratic Party of Germany)

Founded during the latter part of the nine-
teenth century, the SPD was Germany’s largest 
party until 1932. Its strength was based in the 
growing industrial working class. The leaders 
of the major non-Catholic labor unions largely 
shaped SPD policies. Except for a brief period 
from 1928 to 1930, the SPD was not a formal 
partner in a Weimar governing coalition after 
1922. Nonetheless, the SPD was a powerful 
force in the Reichstag. The SPD led efforts to 
pass legislation that established the eight-hour 
workday, laid down rules for settling employ-
er-employee disputes, protected labor unions, 
and created social programs that benefited 
the working class. Both the SPD and the KPD 
drew from the teachings of Karl Marx, but 
the SPD firmly rejected violent, revolutionary 
means to change German society. Rather, SPD 
leaders were committed to working within the 
system to improve the status of workers and to 
achieve what they called “economic democ-
racy.”

Mother, have you borne your children for this purpose?
Show that you are against battleships and war!

Platforms in Brief
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Party Platform 3: Center 
(originally called the 
Christian People’s Party)

Founded during the latter part of the nine-
teenth century, the Center, like its close ally, 
the Catholic Bavarian People’s Party (BVP), 
drew support largely from Germany’s Roman 
Catholics. Center voters came from different 
regions and different classes, but they were 
united in their desire to protect their Catholic 
heritage from government interference. Al-
though Catholics were roughly 37 percent of 
Germany’s population, many of the Weimar 
Republic’s chancellors were drawn from the 
ranks of the Center leadership, thanks largely 
to the loyalty of the Center’s supporters. As 
one Center leader said, “one did not join the 
Center, one was born into it.” The political and 
social outlook of the Center was dominated by 
traditional family-centered religious values. 
The Center’s strong opposition to Marxism led 
party leaders to regard the SPD with suspicion. 
During most of the Weimar period, Center 
politicians went to great lengths to keep the 
SPD out of the government.

Party Platform 4: NSDAP 
(National Socialist German 
Workers’ Party)

Founded in Munich in 1920, the NSDAP 
attracted little attention at first. Like the KPD, 
the NSDAP rejected the legitimacy of the Wei-
mar Republic and argued that Weimar leaders 
had betrayed the German people by accepting 
the Versailles Treaty. The NSDAP’s program 
was based on extreme nationalism, anti-
Semitism, and condemnation of the Versailles 
Treaty. The party’s success was due largely 
to the charisma of Adolf Hitler, who declared 
himself Fuehrer, or leader, of the movement. 
Hitler was a gifted, hypnotic orator. His highly 
charged speeches ignited the sense of anger 
and humiliation that many Germans felt, es-
pecially after the economic depression began. 
Because he did not become a German citizen 
until 1932, Hitler did not serve in the Reich-
stag. Instead, he remained a fiercely critical 
political outsider as the Weimar system unrav-
eled. The NSDAP leapt to national prominence 
with the parliamentary elections of 1930. The 
NSDAP’s support came primarily from Protes-
tant, white-collar workers, small businessmen, 
farmers, and craftsmen. While young voters 
and new voters voted heavily for the NSDAP 
in the early 1930s, most factory workers were 
not attracted to this “workers” party.

Political Party June 1920 May 1924 Dec. 1924 May 1928 Sept. 1930

Center 13.6% 13.4 13.6 12.1 11.8

SPD 21.7 20.5 26.0 29.8 24.5

KPD 2.1 12.6 9.0 10.6 13.1

NSDAP — 6.5 3.0 2.6 18.3

Reichstag Election Results—1920-1930
(percentage of votes cast)

Data from Modern Germany: Society, Economy, and Politics in the 20th Century




