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The French Revolution26

Options in Brief

Option 1: Conserve the 
Power of the King

France is one of the world’s great powers. 
We have achieved this through the greatness 
of our kings and their leadership. Our system 
is based on the will of God. We have followed 
this system since the eleventh century. How 
dare we consider replacing it? While our views 
are not popular, we must work to conserve the 
power of the king. It is only this way that we 
can conserve France’s greatness. The king is 
the source of all authority and we must remind 
all the French people that they are his sub-
jects. Let us band together to protect the power 
of the king, the sanctity of the church, and the 
future of France.

Option 2: Create a 
Constitutional Monarchy

We continue to love our king with all of 
our hearts. But the world is changing. We need 
only to look across the water to our eternal foe 
Great Britain for a model of what kind of gov-
ernment works well. Here in France we should 
create a constitutional monarchy and a repre-
sentative assembly. Rationality and reason can 
help us create a new constitution for France. It 
is time to cast away the ancient traditions that 
prevent France from moving forward, but let 
us be cautious. We must be careful so that we 
do not discard what makes us great and what 
has unified us. Let us all join together and cel-
ebrate the beginning of a new glorious era for 
France. Long live the king!

Option 3: Liberate France 
from the Old Regime

Men are born free, but everywhere they are 
in chains. So began the Enlightenment writer 
Rousseau’s famous work, The Social Contract. 
Like Rousseau, we wonder: why must this be 
so? Now it is time for us to begin to break the 
chains. We must work to create a new, just, 
and fair society. The social distinctions of 
the past too often are used to tyrannize and 
preserve the privileges and wealth of a few. 
We must use all of our rational abilities and 
reason to improve conditions in France, to end 
hunger, and to create a society based upon the 
principles of liberty and equality.


